‘ From The Pastor’s Heart
The Stroudsburg

' Seventh-day Adventist Church
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Dear Brothers and Sisters:

Have you ever thoughtfully sought to discover Gods plan for your life? Could it be that our
plans for our lives are not necessarily Gods plan for us. The bible declares in Jerimiah 29:11
"For | know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not
of evil, to give you an expected end."

It is a blessing to know from this scripture that God has us on His mind, and He is constantly
thinking about us. In last week Sunday School lesson, we learned that God constantly has us
on His mind, and He never forgets about us, for Isaiah 44;21 says, "Remember these things, O
Jacob, for you are my servant, O Israel. | have made you, you are my servant; O Israel, | will
not forget you."

And because God is constantly thinking about us, He has some great plans in store for us
because if you look at Jeremiah 29:11-13 in the New International Version, the scripture
says," For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not
to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”

It is a blessing to know that God has some plans for you.

It does not matter if you are young or old, God has some plans for you.

It does not matter if you are a male or female, God has some plans for you.

It does not matter if you are rich or poor, God has some plans for you.

It does not matter if you are black or white, Latino or Asian, God has some plans for you.

It does not matter if you are educated or not, God has some plans for you.

It does not matter if you are single, married, widowed or divorced; God has some plans for
you

It does not matter if you are Baptist, Pentecostal, Methodist, or Catholic, God has some plans
for you.

It does not matter if you are employed or unemployed, God has some plans for you.

And the reason why | know that God has some plans for you is because God said it himself in
the Word of God that He has some plans for us.

So we see in the Word of God in Jeremiah 29:11 that,, God has plans for us to be blessed
abundantly, for Jesus Christ himself has said in St. 10:10 that "I came that you might have life,
and have life abundantly”, and in 1 Corinthians 2:9, the Apostle Paul has said, "Eye has not
seen, nor ear heard, Nor have entered into the heart of man the things which God has prepared
for those who love Him.”

*He is able to build you up where you may been torn down; He is able to strengthen you where
you have been week

*He is able to forgive you and cast your sins away as far the west is from the east

And the reason why God is able is because Jeremiah 32:17 says that “there is nothing,
absolutely nothing too hard for God."

We do not always understand what is happening to us but in those dark moments let us keep
trusting in the Lord, the One who has loving plans for us, plans to prosper us, plans to give us
a hope & a future. As we face each new day let us ask the Lord to help us follow His plans for
our lives rather than our own plans, for His plans are perfect. We do not always understand
what is happening to us but in those dark moments let us keep trusting in the Lord, the One
who has loving plans for us, plans to prosper us, plans to give us a hope & a future. As we
continue through this year let us ask the Lord to help us follow His plans for our lives rather
than our own plans, for His plans are perfect.

Yours in the blessed Hope

F1 Pastor Livingstone Aaron. 1

Congratulations to teacher’s parents and
pupils of Pocono Christian School on your
graduation program.

Congratulations, Graduate! Today is a perfect day to tell you that
graduation is a process that goes on until the last day of your life. |
wish you to be a first-rate version of yourself, instead of a second-rate
version of somebody else.

It's been a long hard road, but you accomplished your goal and passed
the exam. You survived! Now it is time to celebrate the success!

Congrats, ex-students! We are so proud of the countless hours of study
and hard work that you have put into finishing this part of your
educational journey. Education is not like filling a pail, but lighting a
fire. Explore! Discover! Dream!

You worked hard and by the grace and power of God. May your hopes
and dreams become reality.

Congratulations on all that you have accomplished! Remember the
past, live in the present and look forward to the future.

(1133

Please remember that ““Higher than the highest human thought can reach is
God's ideal for His children. Godliness--godlikeness--is the goal to be reached.
Before the student there is opened a path of continual progress. He has an object
to achieve, a standard to attain, that includes everything good, and pure, and
noble. He will advance as fast and as far as possible in every branch of true
knowledge." Ellen White, "Education™
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Spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ in Stroudsburg and
beyond.

Making disciples of Jesus Christ through the power of His
word and the ministry of His love, and by faith establishing
places of worship to prepare us for His second advent.

Congratulations to teacher’s parents and
pupils of Pocono Christian School on your
graduation program.
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Congratr!

LET US PREPARE FOR DIVINE SERVICE

HEALTH NUGGETS:

Note: Please consult with your physician before utilizing these natural remedies, especially if
you have severe symptoms/special condition, ie: diabetes, heart disease, cancer, allergies, etc.
Did you know that pears help lower blood pressure by their diuretic effect. They have no
sodium & are rich in potassium. They promote the elimination of uric acid which causes gout.
They have an alkalizing effect on the blood which helps to neutralize excess acid residues
produced by a high-meat diet. It has a mild astringent action & helps with flatulence &
dyspepsia. "He sent his word, and healed them, and delivered them from their destructions."
Psalms 107:20

PASTORAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
Steps in sharing your faith online

Get creative on Facebook:

Post your thoughts on a current event and apply God’s view to it.

Post photos of your fellowship group gatherings and write fun captions.

Post love notes to your kids on a regular basis.

Regularly post kind and encouraging notes on your spouse’s Facebook page.

Post inspiring quotes about faith that aren’t necessarily scripture.

Post compelling questions such as: What’s the most exciting thing that’s
happened to you lately? What do you think heaven is like?

Publicly post a prayer for national tragedies, deployed soldiers, elected officials, and
natural disasters.

Be the one who stands up to publicly pray for people involved in public scandals and
those being judged publicly.

Post “clean” jokes and stories consistently.

Publically post a general prayer for teens and their families. Visit the pages of teens
you know and post encouraging notes.

Make a list of This Weeks’ Fav Friends list on your home page. This list will appear
on the right of your page and remind you to connect with them, and to regularly pray
for them.

Defend people who are being criticized or bullied on their pages. Turn the
conversation around.

Choose a group of people to pray for a set amount of time. Then, as God prompts,
share with them what God has revealed to you in that prayer time.

Post a music video that reflects your faith but isn’t from a Christian band. Write a
caption about how you personally apply the lyrics to your faith. (ie: Because You
Loved Me by Celine Dion).

Post scriptures (sparingly). Try using The Message, it has a very relevant, fresh
appeal that may spark a conversation.

Establish a set “prayer day” on your page so people can look forward to posting their
requests.

Browse other people’s statuses and look for ways you can pray, or offer help.

When someone experiences a loss of some kind take the time to write a heartfelt
note.



http://www.biblegateway.com/versions/Message-MSG-Bible/

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS
Up-Coming Events

Sabbath Prayer Session: Today - Immediately after Divine Service in the Kindergarten class
room, all are welcome. And Remember, every First Sabbath, Grief Support Ministry sessions
are included in the prayer meetings.

Adventist Youth Society (AYS): AYS Today @ 5:00 PM

Parents who have students graduating this 2016-2017 school year please see Kaila Blake, Jean
Marie Williams or Dania Batt, we are in the beginning stages of planning the graduation
celebration and we need a list of all the graduates. Students who are graduating from Pre-K to
Kindergarten, High School to College, and College graduates. Note: College students who
will graduate in December, 2017 are also included.

Couples' Club:
e June 10- Couples' Club Escape Room in Lehighton, PA. $20 per person- includes
finger foods. Limited to the first 20 couples that sign up!

Health Ministry: Tonight Tonight!!, May 20, 2017 at 7:30 pm in church gym. Special
speaker Nicholas Vidal. Discussion on healthy solutions as a path to holistic living. Come
listen and ask questions.

Children’s Church: Next week May 27, 2017

Personal Finance Seminar: Our final class will be on May 27, 2017 at 6pm

Women's Ministry: Care and Support Group next meeting will be on May 28, 2017.
We are reading the book "The Safety Pin". Please read chapter 3.

Pocono Adventist Christian School
e We invite you to participate in the graduation experience of the Kindergarten and
8th grade classes of the Pocono Adventist Christian School. Consecration Service at
Stroudsburg SDA Church Today May 20" @ 11:00 Am., Commencement Service
at 5:00pm, and the Banquet, Tomorrow, Sunday May 21%, 12 Noon at the Sycamore
Grill.

e  Camp Upward Bound summer camp will be June 19-July 20. Vacation Bible School
the following week-July 24-27. Registration has begun.

e  Has the following openings for the 2017/18 school year:
o Part-time Teacher’s Assistant who will assist in teaching grades 1—8.
o Volunteer Paraprofessional—responsible for specialized or concentrated
assistance for students for grades K—38.

Save the Date: Sunday July 30. 2017
Sabbath School annual Picnic, Mountain Top Park, Tannersville
IU’s going to be “HUGE ™.

Next Week: May 27" — First & Second Service.
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Q2 THEME SONG:
Theme: Learning to Know and Obey His Voice

Savior Like a Shepherd Lead Us.

Savior, like a shepherd lead us, much we need Thy tender care;

In Thy pleasant pastures feed us, for our use Thy folds prepare.
Blesséd Jesus, blesséd Jesus! Thou hast bought us, Thine we are.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! Thou hast bought us, Thine we are.

We are Thine, Thou dost befriend us, be the guardian of our way;
Keep Thy flock, from sin defend us, seek us when we go astray.
Blesséd Jesus, blesséd Jesus! Hear, O hear us when we pray.
Blesséd Jesus, blesséd Jesus! Hear, O hear us when we pray.

Thou hast promised to receive us, poor and sinful though we be;
Thou hast mercy to relieve us, grace to cleanse and power to free.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! We will early turn to Thee.

Blesséd Jesus, blesséd Jesus! We will early turn to Thee.

This Week’s Memory Text

1 PETER 2:24New KING JAMES VERSION (NKJV)

2#who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we,
having died to sins, might live for righteousness—by whose stripes
you were healed.



CHURCH BUSINESS

Choir Rehearsal Schedule
e Children’s Choir (2 years thru 11 years) - Sabbath at 3PM

Board Meetings - 1% Sabbath of each month

Baby Dedications: - 3rd Sabbath of each month

Medical Personnel on DUtY...ceeeeeieeieeineeneennens vev.o......Dr. Sandra Pascal

Pathfinders Club: meets every 1% and 3" Sunday of the Month.

This Bulletin is also a=vailable on-line.. @..............
http://www.stroudsburgsda.org
eMail Bulletin related information to bulletin@stroudsburgsda.org

Like Us on FacebookK .........ccccevunee. @.Stroudsburg Seventh-Day Adventist Church

Please eMail all Requests for Church Related Information to................
stroudchurchclerk@gmail.com

Building Committee:
To submit your ideas on the Church Building Plans or Fundraising, please email the
Building Committee at building@pacs-sda.org

Prison Ministries: — Men Visit every 1% and 3™ Sabbath of the month.

Nursing Home Schedules and hours:

1st Sabbath----Spring Village Home, 329 Brown Street, East Stroudsburg, PA 18301 from 3pm-4pm
2nd Sabbath---White Stone Care Center, 870 White Stone Corner, Stroudsburg, PA from 3pm-4pm
3rd Sabbath---Pleasant Valley Manor, 4227 Manor Drive, Stroudsburg, PA 18360, from 3pm -4pm
4th Sabbath---Brookmont Health Care, 510 Brokmont Drive, Effort, PA 18330, from 3:30pm-4:30pm

SICK & SHUT-IN
Bro. Richard Adams is now at the White Stone Care Center.
Sis. Christine Adams is now back at home.
Sis. Norma Leap 570-992-4970

Financial Report as of 05/13/2017
For The Month  For The Year

Amount Needed $ 14,166 $ 169,992

Amount Collected: $ 6,105 $ 56,497

Amount Difference $- 8,061 $-113,495
Sunsets

cses Today: 8:16 PM Next Friday: 8:21 PM

5

STEWARDSHIP MOMEN'TS
How God rewards of good stewardship

Managing a little leads to managing a lot. Do you agree? Look at what Jesus said:
(Luke 16:10) "Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much,
and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much."

What is Jesus talking about? Was He promising to make us richer financially if we
are faithful stewards of our money, as some in the prosperity movement teach? No
He is not. Although | imagine that the apostle Paul was faithful with any money he
handled, he certainly wasn’t wealthy. In fact, he was often in complete poverty — and
content with that, in fact (Philippians 4:10-11).

So if the promise of financial wealth is not what Jesus is teaching, what is He
teaching? He is teaching the surprising truth that God uses our stewardship
financially to determine how much He can trust us with spiritually.

Look at how Jesus explains it. "So if we have not been trustworthy in handling
worldly wealth [money, material things], who will trust we with true riches?
[Spiritual things] {12} and if we have not been trustworthy with someone else's
property [money], who will give we property of our own?” (Luke 16:11-12)

What did Jesus mean by “property of our own?” Its eternal things! Jesus is saying
that God is testing our financial stewardship to determine who He can trust us with
spiritual and ministry privileges that last forever. Our management of money affects
the eternal impact we will have. That is the “property” we can keep. It’s eternal!

Jesus never promised us worldly wealth here on earth, but He does say that the way
we manage whatever amount of money or worldly possessions we have is really a
spiritual test. And God is grading that test. How much we have is not an indication of
our spirituality; how we manage what we have is an indication of our spirituality.
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WHO ARE SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS?
WHAT SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS BELIEVE

We believe that Jesus Christ;

Is found throughout the entire Word of God. (John. 5:39; Il Tim. 3:16, 17)
Is the divine Son of God and our personal Savior. (John. 1:1-3; Heb. 7:25)
Offers His righteousness to all who accept Him by faith. (Rom. 4:3-5)

Soon coming will be visible to all, and at that time He will raise the dead.
(I Thess. 4:16, 17; | Cor.15:52)

Is the source of a new birth experience. (John. 3:3-5)

Is the Creator of the world, and established the 7th day Sabbath for His people to
remember His creative power. (Heb. 1:1, 2; Ex. 20:8-11)

Is our example that the Ten Commandment Law is a reflection of God’s perfect
character, and that it is our pattern for successful living. (John. 15:10, James. 2:8-12)

In the Old and New Testaments, outlined the free giving of tithes and offerings to
support the work of the church. (Mal. 3:10; Matt. 23:23)

Through His baptism, gave an example of His death and resurrection, and new life
through our baptism. (Mark. 1:9; Rom. 6:3-5)

Through the Holy Spirit, makes our body His temple. (I Cor. 3:16, 17)

Gives the gifts of the Spirit for the unity of the faith and the perfection of the saints.
(Eph. 4:8-11; | Cor. 12)

Expects modesty and deportment in His children. (I Tim 2:9, 10)

Is now our heavenly Priest, and gives His last message for all mankind that,
“the hour of God’s judgment is come.” (Rev. 14:6-12; Heb. 8:1-6)

COME AND WORSHIP WITH US OUR PEOPLE

Prayer Meeting - Wed. 7:00 pm Pastor: Livingstone Aaron 570-355-5762
First Service - Sat. 8:30 am 416 Tranquility Ct.
Sabbath School - Sat. 9:45 am Long Pond, PA 18334

Second Service - Sat. 11:00 am
Adventist Youth Society
Sat. 1 hour before sunset

Email: laaron@paconference.org
Church Clerk: Stacey Charles 570534-5311
Head Elder: James Obegi 201-423-3227
Community Services: 570-476-0039 or
Sis. Jamala Asiyo- 570-644-3491
Pocono Adventist Christian Schooli

1 570-421-5577




